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“CCORERATIVE. ECONOMIC INSECT, REPOST. 
7 eae 8 Insect Conditions sng 


| CORN EARM vORM damage heavy ¢ on corn, in. | Kansas and Millard 
and Epo Goumniee, Utah. (page, 349) ; 


RICE WEEVIL infesting unharvested corn in Gadsden County, - 
-.Plorida, (page 349) 


LESSER PEACH TREE BORER heavily infesting peach orchards 
in Peach and Macon Counties, Georgia. (page 350) 


‘TOMATO RUSSET MITE records from Texas. (page 356) | 


MEXIC CAN BEAN BEE I TLE infestations « as Sa nomeclt in 1952, 
_. (page 353). : 


TOMATO f FRUITW (ORM infesting 20 percent of untreated tomatoes 
in Southern California. (page 354). Also causing concern in Lower 
Rio Grande Valley, Texas. (page 351) 
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-- Reports in this issue are for the week ending October 18 unless 
otherwise designated. 
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WEATHER FOR THE WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 21, 1952 


The weather of the past week was unusually dry with substantial 
rains only in Florida and a small belt which included extreme 
southern Michigan, northern Indiana and central Dlinois. Very 
light rain or snow fell over much of the north-central interior 
early in the period, and while too light to restore soil moisture, 
lessened the fire hazard. In the lower Great Plains this is one 

of the worst summer and autumn droughts on record. Fonds are 
dried up and much water hauling is necessary. In Texas no 
measurable amount of rain was reported from any station. At 
Delle, Utah, 50 miles west of Salt Lake City, no rain has been 
reported since July 12. Also in much of the South and along the 
central Atlantic Coast precipitation was of no consequence. In 
the upper Lakes and Northeast snow fell in many sections for the 
first time this season. Depths of 3 inches were reported from 
Caribou, Maine, English Center and Covington, Pennsylvania, and 
measurable amounts fell in northern New Jersey. One to 2 inches 
of snow fell in northern Michigan on the 19th, and in a belt across 
southern Wisconsin and on the night of the 16th, 


This week was warmer by several degrees than the previous week 

in the Southeast, but colder in all other sections, by 2° in the ex- 
treme Southwest to as much as 11° in the north-central interior. 
Weekly averages were slightly above the seasonal normal in the 
extreme Southeast and from 1° to 8°, above west of the Continental 
Divide. Elsewhere temperatures were below normal during most 

of the week, with departures ranging up to 12° in the upper Mis- 
sissippi Valley. At the end of the period an extensive high pressure 
system was centered over the Ohio Valley and minimum temperatures 
were at record low levels for the season at many stations in the 
northeastern quarter of the country. A few of these were: Fortland, 
Maine, 21°: Cleveland, Ohio, 28°; Elkins, West Virginia, 11°; 
Washington, D. C., 30°; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 289; Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, 24°; Columbia, South Carolina, 34°; Little Rock, 
Arkansas, 32°. Killing frost extended into southeastern Oklahoma 
and northern Arkansas on the 15th and 16th and light freezes and 
heavy frosts occurred in northern Mississippi on the 16th and 17th. 
A low temperature of 7° was recorded at Spooner and Grantsburg, 
Wisconsin, on the 17th, and 10° at Cadillac, Michigan and Elkader, 
Iowa on the 18th. (Summary Supplied by U. S. Weather Bureau) 
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CEREAL AND FORAGE INSECTS 


GRASSHOPPERS (Acrididae) -- UTAH - Adults still moderately 
abundant in several foothill areas of Salt Lake County. Melanoplus 
mexicanus and M. femur rubrum principal species. (G. F, Knowl- 
ton, October 10). 


FALL ARMYWORM (Laphygma frugiperda) -- KANSAS - Damaged 
fall-sown wheat in Greeley County; although this population has 
been probably destroved by freeze. Also damaged volunteer wheat 
northwest of Garden City and wheat on summer-fallow land in small 
scattered localities in western area. (Smith and Gates), TEXAS - 
Very abundant and destructive in cane fields anda pastures near 
Weslaco. (Wene and White). Fi-ORIDA - Infesting St. Augustine, 
Bermuda and carpet grass pastures and St. Augustine grass lawns. 
(E, G, Kelsheimer, Bradenton), 


LESSER CORNSTALK BORER (Elasmopalpus lignosellus) -- 
MISSISSIPPI - Attacking oats in Lincoin County and Johnson grass 
in Noxubee County. (A, G. Bennett), 2 


GREENBUG (Toxoptera graminum) -- KANSAS - Colonies on fali- 
seeded wheat in Riley, Marshall, Republic, Atchison, Brown, 
Jackson, Nemaha and Fottawatomie Counties. Most in younger 
instars; however, one winged form found in Riley County and one 
in Fottawatomie County. (Smith and Gates). 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis armigera) -- UTAH - Damage generally 
severe to corn in Millard and Hmery Counties, except in few cases 
where effective control practiced. (Knowlton and Rogers, October 
6). KANSAS - Most field corn shows heavy damage. Moths excep- 


tionally abundant. (Smith and Gates). 


RICE WEEVIL (Sitophilus oryza) -- FLORIDA - Recent observations 
of corn in the field in Gadsden County show 85 percent infested, av- 
eraging 14 weevils per ear with 12 percent of kernels infested or 
destroyed. (F. E. Guthrie). 


WHITE GRUBS -- KANSAS - Reported abundant in parts of Logan 
County. (Smith and Gates). 
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PEA APHID (Macrosiphum pisi) -- UTAH - Has increased to 
rather high population in most fields where alfalfa is succulent, 
Salt Lake County. (G. F. Knowlton). 


A WEBWORM (Pachyzancla phaeopteralis) -- FLORIDA - Infest- 
ing St. Augustine grass lawns in Bradenton area, (EB, G. Kel- 
sheimer). 


CHINCH BUGS -- FLORIDA - Blissus leucopterus and B. ieu- 
copterus insularis devastating to a St. Augustine grass ‘awn in 
Bradenton area. (E, G. Kelsheimer). MISSISSIPFI - Blissus - 
leucopterus feeding on Johnson grass in a field in Noxubee County. 
(A, G. Bennett). 


FRUIT INSECTS 


LESSER FEACH TREE BORER (Synanthedon pictipes) -- GEORGIA - 
Very heavy infestation in Peach and Macon Counties. This insect 
has increased in recent years following rather heavy winter injury, 
and has become a major peach insect pest in central areas. (O, I. 
Snap October 7). 


APHIDS ON PECANS -- FLORIDA - Black pecan aphid (Melano- 
callis caryaefoliae) more numerous on dooryard pecan trees in 
Gainesville area than for many years. Monellia spp. less numer- 
ous than usual. (A, N. Tissot). ea 3 


SCALE INSECTS severe problem in cranberries 4 in local areas of 
NEW JERSEY. (O. Starnes, October 7). 


TRUCK CROPS INSECTS 


TOMATO RUSSET MITE (Vasates destructor) -~- TEXAS - Found 
in tomato fields near Crystal City, La Pryor and Cometa. This 
is the second time that this mite has been found in Winter Garden 
area, First occurrence was near Laredo, Eagle Pass and Bates- 
ville in October and November, 1950. Also found in 1959 in 
Cherokee anc Nacogdoches Counties, but infestation not serious. 
(B, H. Richardson), 
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‘TOMATO FRUITWCRM (Heliothis armigera) -- TEXAS - Popu- 
lation sufficient to warrant insecticidal treatment in some tomato 
fields in Lower Rio Grande Valley. (Wene and White). 


CABBAGE CATERFILLARS -- VIRGINIA - Cabbage looper 
(Trichoplusia ni) prevalent on crucifers in eastern area and re- 
quiring control measures. (Brubaker, Greenwood; Hofmaster). 
SOUTH CAROLINA - Cabbage iooper eggs abundant on cole crops 
and moderate infestation on collards. Most commercial plantings 
receiving adequate protection. Large brood normally cccurs in 
Charleston area during iate October and early November. (Reid, 
Deen, Cuthbert), TENNESSEE - Southern'cabbageworm (Pieris 
Eaoee tee) infesting commercial! turnip-green fields in eastern area. 
(R. PF. Mullet, October 12), TEXAS - Cabbage looper causing 
dorailenabic damage to cabbage and lettuce in Lower Rio Grande 
Valley. (Wene and White). UTAH - Moderate damage to cabbage 
in Millard and Emery Counties, (Knowlton and Rogers, October 6), 


APHIDS (Aphidae) -- VIRGINIA - Cabbage aphid (Brevicoryne 
brassicae) one of most important pests on crucifers at present in 
eastern area. (Brubaker, Greenwood, Hofmaster). SOUTH 
CAROLINA - Turnip aphid (Rhopalosiphum pseudobrassicae) light 

on young cabbage; light to moderately abundant on turnip, Charleston 
area. (Reid, Deen, Cuthbert). TENNESSEE - Moderate infestations 
of cabbage aphids in commercial broccoli and cauliflower in Meigs 
County, October 12. (R. ©. Mullet), UTAH - Green peach aphid 
(Myzus persicae) moderately abundant on sugar beets and potatoes 
‘in Midvale vicinity, October 16, Cabbage anhid moderately abundant 
and causing some injury in Utah, Millard and Emery Counties. 
Late-season injury common in many gardens and commerciai fields 
since mid-September. (G. F. Knowlton). CALIFORNIA - Cabbage 

- aphid starting to appear in new caulitl lower fields in Whittier area. 
(J. Wilcox). i Or 


CLIMBING CUTWORMS (Phalaenidae) and CORN EARWORM 
(Heliothis armigera) moderately abundant on cole crops in Charles- 
ton, SOUTH CAROLINA area. Considerable injury may result if 
not checked. (Reid, Deen, Cuthbert). 


MELONWORM (Diaphania hyalinata) -- TEXAS - Causing much 
.damage to squash near Weslaco, (Wene and White). 
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CORN EARWORM (Heliothis armigera) -- VIRGINIA - Continues 
‘to damage snap and lima beans not r adequately protected in eastern 
area, (Brubaker, Greenwood, Hofmaster). TENNESSEE - 
Heavily attacking pods in commercial bel! -pepper fieids in Wash- 
ington County. Also very light number of European corn borer 
(Pyrausta nubilalis) aCe Ee pepper pods in same area. (R. P. 
es ee : 


LESSER CORNSTALK BORER (Mlasmepainde lignosellus) -- 
‘TEXAS - Causing considerable damage to blackeyed peas near 
Weslaco, (Wene and White). 


PICKLEWORM (Diaphania nitidalis) -- VIRGINIA - Some late 
Squash moderately infested in eastern area, (Brubaker, Greenwood, 
Hofmaster). SOUTH CAROLINA - Moderate to heavy infestations in 
inadequately protected squash and cucumber plantings, Charleston 
area. (Reid, Deen, Cuthbert). GECRGIA .- Moderate infestation in 
ereoineck squash, Setober 2. ae | Dupree). 


THRIES -- UTAH - Apundance! on sation ceaaee and ornamentals 
at. least normal or above, this year. Still moderately numerous 
and causing injury to foliage. (G, F. Knowlton). 


ROSE LEAFHOPPER (Typhlocyba rosae) -= UTAH - Damage common 
throughout State on roses and neglected home-orchard apple trees, 
(G. F. Enewiton; October 10). | 


FALL ARMYWORM, ‘CORN EARWORM, ana Pyodents spp. damaging 
gladiolus plantings in Bradenton area, FLORIDA, (E. G. Kel- 
sheimer), . cise 


FLORIDA WAX SCALE (Ceroplastes floridensis) -- FLORIDA - 
Very abundant on isolated Brazilian pepper bushes in Bradenton 
area, (E, G, Kelsheimer). 


POTATO TUBERWORM (Gnorimoschema operculella) -- VIRGINIA - 
Very light.injury to potato foliage in late experimental plantings at 
Norfolk station. (Brubaker, Greenwood, Hofmaster). 


_BEET:ARMYWORM: (Laphygma exigua} -- CALIFORNIA - Infesta- 
tions. on tomatoes increasing in Whittier area. (J. Wilcox). 
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Damaging infestations. pf. the: ene on béan beétle onsnap beans 
were reported from Alachua County and northwest Florida areas 
(see ‘map) in May and early June. ‘The early-June: attack orbeans 


i sin eastern South Carolina was heavier than usuaty Severe injury 


te snap beans. was recorded in‘the Faison:and Wallace districts of 
North Carolina; Nashville, Tennessee area; and Montgomery County, 
Maryland. Lima beans and snap beans were heavily damaged in 
Delaware. Destructive populaticns aiso occurred on snap beans and 
soybeans in eastern Virginia; on soybeans in Dorchester County, 
Maryland; and on beans in Lower Hudson Valley, New York. Adult 
. damage to’beans oecurred.in Missouri, © oo 5 {eo ae 
The insect caused more damage than for several yéars in some areas 
of Colorado during the first part of July. Damage in Sait Lake County, 
_Utah was much heavier a in 1951. Boeat but Gamaging infestations 


were reported from Ohio... ..°. : Ms tone idee g eo see 


. Reports of unusually light infestations have been‘ received since the 


.@middle.of Augustifrom Mississippi; Nashville, Tennessee ‘area; 
-. Gadsden County, Florida; Charleston, South Carolina area; and 
eastern Virginia. 


“#Map, ee aeied fem cooperative. Generis Penetied this year and is 
not intended to represent overall distribution. 
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LEAF MINERS -- TEXAS - Severely injuring blackeyed peas and 
pepper at Weslaco. (Wene and White). CALIFORNIA - Liriomyza 
sp. infestation on late tomatoes is much less than it was at this 
time in 1951. (J, or Whittier area). : 


A FLEA BEETLE -- CALIFORNIA - pee ee 6,060 dollar 
loss on 40 acre field of turnips resulted from larval mines in tubers. 
(J. Wilcox, Whittier area). 


TOMATO FRUITWORM (Heliothis armigera) -- Additional note -- 
Late tomato fields in southern CALIFORNIA which have not been 
treated with insecticides show approximately 20 percent infestation. 
(J, Wilcox). 


STORED PRODUCTS INSECTS 


CADELLE (Tenebroides mauritanicus) -- KANSAS - Specimens 
(larvae) from wheat bins have been submitted from Jefferson and 
Cheyenne Counties. (Smith and Gates). 


INDIAN-MEAL MOTH (Plodia interpunctelia) -- KANSAS - Larvae 
and adults commonly. found in stored grain. Stored wheat lightly 
infested, partly as result of low moisture content at harvest. 
(Smith and Gates). 


FOREST INSECTS 
EUROPEAN ELM SCALE (Gossyparia spuria) -- UTAH - Con- 


siderable damage to elms in Delta and Logan. (G. F. Knowlton, 
October 6). ; 


INSECTS AFFECTING MAN AND ANIMALS 


FALSE CHINCH BUG (Nyaius ericae) -- UTAH - Numerous. in many 
parts of State this season. Very heavy infestation causing annoyance 
in residential areas of Sandy, Salt Lake County. (G, F. Knowlton, 
October 10). 


SCR2V-WORM (Callitroga americana) - SOUTE DAKOTA - Collected ~ 
from cattle in Davison County, October &. (J. A. Lofgren). . 
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